To the Editor,
Thalassemia and abnormal hemoglobins are a serious health problem throughout the world. The first preventive and educational studies were begun in Italy in the 1970s by the World Health Organization [1] . In Turkey, very important steps for treating thalassemia have been taken since 2000. The Turkish National Hemoglobinopathy Council (TNHC) was created to combine all relevant centers, foundations, and associations into one organization together with the Ministry of Health ( As a result, a total of 62,682 people were educated in those 8 months in 23 provinces. This represents 0.12% of the total population living in those 23 provinces being educated about thalassemia, with raised awareness in the broader population by the press and media in Turkey.
According to reports by the MOH, while premarital screening tests were done in 30% of all marriages in 2003, this rate reached 81% in 2008. As the result of these screenings, the number of infants born with thalassemia was decreased by 87% in 2008. The objectives of the HCP were to control and ultimately to eradicate thalassemia and hemoglobinopathies in Turkey. The success of preventive programs depends on educational programs and campaigns [3] . This campaign provided very important support to the HCP in Turkey, because a total of 62,682 people (0.12% of the total population), including healthcare workers, students, teachers, officials, religious leaders, and others, were educated about thalassemia and hemoglobinopathies.
In conclusion, educational programs are very important for prevention thalassemia and hemoglobinopathy. Campaigns and educational programs will continue for a Turkey without thalassemia in next years.
